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STORE THIS CARD IN YOUR AUTOMOBILE GLOVE BOX OR CLIP IT TO YOUR
VISOR. SHORT ON TIME IN THE CAR? KEEP THIS CARD IN YOUR
DINING ROOM FOR A TABLE CONVERSATION INSTEAD.

KEY TO THE CONVERSATIONS
TAKE 30 (SECONDS): A pause to think I:II:II:I PRAY: A suggested moment

or pray in silence. for prayer.

»®

CHAT: A time for each person to share. KEY IDEA: An insight about
the Scripture.
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ADVENT/CHRISTMAS 2007—YEAR A

INTRODUCTION

Spend a moment as a family talking about the Sunday readings. Stow this card in your

automobile glove box or clip it to your visor. If you are short on time in the car, keep

this card on your dining room table instead. Use the following reflections to start a
conversation. You may find something in the readings or in the homily that triggers
different questions, which is fine. What'’s important is that you have the conversation.
Follow the conversation wherever it leads.
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SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT
DECEMBER 9, 2007

Repent!

&) @ Ia

ON THE WAY

Gospel Glimpse from Matthew 3:1-2, 8

John the Baptist appeared, preaching in the desert of Judea
and saying, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand!
... Produce good fruit as evidence of your repentance.”

KEY IDEA: To “repent” means to acknowledge

? our wrongdoing, to turn from sin, and to let
God change our hearts and our actions. John
the Baptist reminds us that “good fruit”
(actions) come from real repentance.

one another this past week for which we need

9 CHAT: Is there anything that we said or did to
)

— . “y

#N to repent, and for which we need to say “I'm
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sorry”? For what things should we say “I'm sorry”
during the penitential rite at Mass today?

ON THE RETURN
o CHAT: Who can name at least one good thing
2 that they have said or done this past week?
7/~ Why might we call these “good fruits”?

@ TAKE 30 (SECONDS): Think about something
kind that you can do this week for someone in
your family or at school or work.

I:ll]:l PRAY: Father, thank you for our family and
for the good fruit you help us to produce. Help
us to grow in love, in care, and in hope this
Advent season. We ask this through Christ,
our Lord. Amen.
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THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT

DECEMBER 16, 2007

Rejoice!
ON THE WAY
Gospel Glimpse from Matthew 11:2-5
When John the Baptist heard in prison of the works of
the Christ, he sent his disciples to Jesus with this ques-
tion, “Are you the one who is to come, or should we look
for another?” Jesus said to them in reply, “Go and tell
John what you hear and see: the blind regain their sight,
the lame walk, lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the
dead are raised, and the poor have the good news pro-
claimed to them.”

KEY IDEA: The way that Jesus lived and the
signs that accompanied his ministry were amaz-
ing signs that the Kingdom of God was near.
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o CHAT: What sign makes you think that Jesus is
~~ present in your parish? Listen closely to today’s
~ homily, and watch the parish community for signs
that the Kingdom of Heaven is present there.

ON THE RETURN
g TAKE 30 (SECONDS): What signs of Jesus’ pres-

ence did you see and hear around you at Mass?

CHAT: What could we do together as a family
2 this week that would be a clear sign for others
7 of the “good news of the kingdom” that we
believe in?

I:[I|:I PRAY: Let us pray for those people who help us
hear the good news of Jesus Christ. (After each
person mentions someone, all respond: “Thank
you, Lord, come in glory!”) Examples: “For grand-
ma . ..” (all respond); “For Fr. Brian . . .” (all

respond), “For my teacher . . .” (all respond), etc.



